THe HIVDV
Datid 253 202 4

‘Officials must
ensure free

and fair Lok
Sabha polls’

The Hindu Burean
CHENNAI ;

Chief Election Commis-
sioner Rajiv Kumar said on
Saturday that the Election
Commission of India (EC),
the Collectors, and enfor-
cement agencies had been
directed to ensure that the
upcoming Lok Sabha elec-
tion ‘was free of induce-
ments, fair, and transpa-
rent. The EC would come
down heavily on the police
if they did not ensure a le-
vel playing field, he said.

After concluding a two-
day review of poll prepa-
redness in Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, and Kerala, he
said: “Voters can use the
cVIGIL mobile app. It is
everybody’s duty to curb
money power...”

From Page Omne

LS poll will be kept fair
and transparent’

I\ i r,ﬁf | : §
Chief Election Commissioner of India Rajiv Kumar
addressing presspersons on Saturday. Election
Commissioner Arun Goel is also seen. R. RAVINDRAN

«__If a voter has any information about distribu-
tion of money, liquor, or freebies, they can report
it anonymously. The report will be automatically
geo-tagged, and within 100 minutes, our team will
reach the spot and decide whether to take action
or not,” Mr. Kumar added.

“A total of 145 checkposts will be set up at inter-
state borders. Officials have also been directed to
keep a strict watch on electricity bills and go-
downs with fast-moving goods. The agencies have
been directed not to stop with just individuals but

~ take action against the entire network...,” he said.

“around 9.18 lakh voters are aged 18-19. We
have appointed dedicated assistant electoral re-
gistration officers (AEROs) in colleges. We also
have 5.26 lakh first-time voters in Tamil Nadu and
have ensured the enrolment of 1.61 lakh voters
from the vulnerable tribal groups,” Mr. Kumar
said, and added that party representatives had re-
quested the EC to crack down on the use of mo-
ney power and inducements during the election
and said they wanted candidates found indulging
in malpractice to be disqualified.

«There are more than 100 questions answered
and over 30 decisions of the High Courts and the
Supreme Court on the ECI website. All the points
have been discussed and debated at length. We
are working within the judicial mandates and le-
gislative provisions,” he said.

Election Commissioner Arun Goel, Tamil Nadu
Chief Election Officer Satyabrata Sahu and other
senior officials were also present.
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Police prevent city
disability activists
from meeting ECI

olice on Saturday pre-
vented a wheelchair-

bound woman and a vi-

sually ‘challenged man, both .

disability rights activists,
whohad gonetoacity hotelto
meet Election Commission of
India officials, and took them
to Pagzhavanthangal police
station, over fears of a securi-

© ty threat. Activisits Smitha

Sadasivanand Raghuram Ka-
lyanaraman said they were
taken in apolice vehicleto the
police station. “After inter-
vention of higher officials, po-
lice released both of us,”
Smitha Sadasivan said. Later,
they met ECI officials, P6

Police stop disability activists from
meeting ECI officials, relent later

TIMES News NETWORK

Chennai. Fearing a security
threat, police stopped two dis-
ability rights activists, one a
wheelchair-bound  woman
and the other a visually chal-
lenged man, who had come to
meet Election Commission of
India (ECI) officials at a city
hotel on Saturday and took
themto Pazhavanthangal sta-
tion.

Smitha Sadasivan and
Raghuram Kalyanaraman,
both members of the state’s
advisory board on disability,
said they weretakenaway ina
police vehicle to Pazhavan-

thangal station. “After inter-:

vention from higher officials,
police released both of us. We
were detained at the station
-for nearly 15 minutes for no
fault of ours. We were then
taken back to the hotel,” said
Smitha Sadasivan. Later, the

Detained minutes

twometofficialsfrom the ECI,
including deputy election
commissioner Ajay Bhadoo.
While officials from ECI
were not reachable for com-
ment, police officials told TOI
that the two were stopped be-
cause they had neither an en-
try pass nor an appointment
tomeet the ECI officials. Secu-
rity had been beefed up at the
hotelasthere were DGPsfrom

three nelghbourmg states, be-
sides senior officials and po-
litical functionaries at the
venue..

“They were stopped and
questioned, as we got a tip off
that visually challenged peo-
ple, who have been staging
protests across the city daily
for the past 15 days, have
planned to meet ECI officials.
We treated them with care af-
ter the ECI officials agreed to
meet them,” a police officer
said.

“All we asked for is some
dignity for people with dis-
abilities. They apologised for
what had happened tous,” Sa- -
dasivansaid.

The two activists came to
the venue to meet and request
the ECI officials to make poll-
ing booths across the state
more accessible for people
with disabilities during the
comingLok Sabha elections.
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145 o=mox _uom.ﬂm Set Up In 17 Districts In az For Strict Vigil

._.__smm News NeETwork

Chennai: Chief election com-
- missioner RajivKumar on Sat-
urday said Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) was deter-
mined to ensure inducement-
free elections and that bribing
voters with money and liquor
won’tbe tolerated. :
Rajiv Kumar &oﬂm with
election commissioner Arun
Goel held meetings with offi-
cials of. the election depart-
ment of Tamil Nadu and
neighbouring states that be-
ganonFriday.
: Addressing reporters after
the meetings, Rajiv Kumar
said, “ECI is-strongly deter-
mined about inducement free
mwm&oﬁ.mwadmsmﬂmmnﬁmﬁ
misuse of money will not be
tolerated. Inducement in any
form such as distribution of
money orliquor will not betol-
erated.” The ECI officials met
withrepresentatives from var-

election commissioner Aru

election commissioner Rajiv Kumar with
n Goel held meetings with officials of the

election department of TN and neighbouring states on Saturday

ious enforcement agencies in
the past two days and stressed
on the need to curb misuse of
moneyand voter bribinginthe
stateduringelections.

RajivKumarsaid145check

posts were set up in 17 districts
in the state “to maintain strict
vigil on cash and liquor flow
across the inter-state bor-

ders”. mmﬁqwzsmwmﬂm “The

enforcement agencies have
been directed to dry up inflow
and distribution of freebies

and drugs as well. There will
be strict vigil at airports and
even coastal areas. We have di-
rected them (enforcement
agencies) not to stop searches
of people but to identify wEm
pins from whom money is cir-
culated,” Rajiv. Kumar said.
Explaining about the newly

‘launched cVigil mobile app,

Rajiv Kumar said, “The appis
aonestop moEﬁoE,owéﬁmH.m»o
record, report and to resolve
violations. People who regis-

ter the complaint need not in-
form their location. The app
will record the GIS location of
people and will alert officials
for immediate action.”

Rajiv Kumar said there
were 68,144 polling stations
and ECI has mandated web-
casting in 50% of polling sta-
tions. Tamil Nadu chief electo-
ral officer Sathyabrata Sahoo
might increase it to 66% or
even more, said Rajiv Kumar.
Asked how the ECI handled
the electoral bond system, Ra-
jiv Kumar said, “ECI will en-
sure that transparency is fol-
lowed in every electoral proce-
dure.” He declined to divulge
further details about the elec-
toral bond system, which the
Supreme Court recently
struck down.

The ECI officials held
Emmcbwm with representatives
of various political parties in
the state and obtained their in-
putsand complaints.
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‘Voters have right o know about
assurances by parties; matter sub

Cherinai, Feb 24: The vot-

ers have a right to know .

about the feasibility of ful-

_filling poll assurances

made by political parties,

Chief Election Commiss- .

joner Rajiv Kumar said on

. Saturday and made it
clear that the matter is,

- however, sub judice. Politi--
cal parties have a right to
make promises. in their
election' manifestos and |

* the electorate has a right

.to know if* these are gen-
uine and how these pro-.
grammes could be funded,

- he said, adding the entire |
.matter forms part of an
ongoing case and the mat-
ter was sub judice. ;

At. a press conference :
here, Rajiv Kumar,
answering questions, said

. the Election Commission
has prepared a *proforma’
to allow parties'to make a
disclosure on their elec:.
tion promises. However,
this aspect also relates to

- . A majority
.parties have sought single

v oHRewIcLE

£ T0 MAKE PROFORMA
%on POLL PROMISES: (EC

Chennai, Feb. 2

4: The voters have &

right.to know about the feasibility of ful-

filling poll
parties, ]
Rajiv Kumar sal
it clear that the

assurances made I
Chief Election Commmsmngr
) d on Saturday and made
matter is however, su_b

py political

. ]ugtl)(lzft'icél parties have a right ‘to. make

promises 11 -
and the
these are

ared a ‘P

electorate haa;,l
enuine )
ammes cguld pe funded, he said, adding

their election manifestoes

4 right to know if

make disclosure on thelr election

the pending court matter.
He said enforcement

agencies have been direct-

ed to stay vigilant and pre-

.vent distribution of cash

‘and freebies. - National
Payments Corporation of
India too has been tasked
to monitor onlirie transac:
tions. :

Toa quersr- on ‘fake nc;virs; :

he said, today fake news is
running as you mentioned
that election dates have

‘been - announced. This
fake news has,” however,’

been countered within

-half ‘an hour and it was
_made amply clear that it

was fake.

phase polls, After holding

meetings with political -

parties during the last two
days, Rajiv Kumar ‘said "a
majority - of . parties
inforimed him: that many
parties have commehced

parking -of funds for dis-

of -political .

tribution to voters." .

. "We met various po}i-fibal.

parties both national like
the BJP, INC and state par-

“ties :like the AIADMK,
DMK. A majority of their.

demarids - were single
phase elections, curb -on

: distribution of money and

freebies,” he said.

The parties also sought
‘action to prevent 'voter

impersonation,' distribu-
tion of liquor and transfer
of money-through online
mode, - | :
During past elections in

‘Tamil Nadu, parties have
often accused each other .
+ of 'inducing voters by dis-,
tributing cash and gifts.
Kumar today said most

of the political partiés in
Tamil Nadu have urged

the EC to conduct the -
upcoming Lok Sabha elec-

tions in .a single phase in
the state. d

- At the end of his two-day
visit to_Tamil Nadu. to

-equally.”

Da?léz}/-'ﬂg- 02 202/

fulfillment of
wice: CEC

review
he . said the Election ..

poll—préparedneﬁs,

Commission (EC) would
come down -heavily. on .
those officials who do not -

_ensure level playing field .
to parties as “in a democ-

racy, officials should be
absolutely impartial." '~ ° .
He said, "most of the.-
political parties want sin-
gle phase polling and
demanded steps to curtail’
use of money power dur-
ing the elections. =~ . !
They also sought dis-
qualification - of candi-
dates who are found dis--
tributing cash during the

elections or any jnduce:
ment.". e
"Process wise, théy

‘(political parties) - have

said that the bureaueratic

machinery heeds' to be -
jmpartial. -
need to provide a level -
playing field so that
every candidate is tre,.sltgﬂi?r

They -
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PAWAR UNVEILS PARTY’S NEW ELECTION SYMBOL”

SONU SHRIVASTAVA
MUMBA]Q FEB. 24 P

rNCP founder Sharad Pawar

lon Saturday unveiled his

partys new election symbol,
{‘man -blowing turha’, at a
|grand event at Chhatrapatl

iShivaji - Maharaj’'s Raigad.
Tfort. Mr Pawar said that the

]turha (traditional trumpet)
-will give msplratlon to begm

?oize/: 25 00. 202

_a battle and bring j Joy in the.

_lives of the people.

. 'The  BJP and MNS on

. Saturday ridiculed the NCP
founder for holding the event

- at Raigad fort. MINS chief Raj

- Thackeray "alleged -that Mr

Pawar: ' never took

Chhatrapati ‘Shivaji’'s name .
. In"public meetings because-

“he fe-ared losmg Muslim
votes. -

 Aliead of polis,”

EC Issues new

* transer policy
- of govt officers

DC CORRESPONDENT. ../
NEW DELHI, FEB: 24

.Days before it is set to'

announce the Lok Sabha

_elections, the Election
* Commission (EC) direct-

ed the state govern-
ments to ensure. that
officers, who are trans-

- ferred out of the dis-

tricts after .completing

- three years, are not post-

ed in.another district
within the same parlia-

-mentary constituency.

In its letter to the states
and. Union territories,
the EC has said that the

- “transfer policy” | should

be implemented in both
letter ~“and . spirit. .

- “Taking serious note of

the cases wherein offi-

‘cers are being trans-

ferred -or .posted in the
adjacent districts within

‘the same parliamentary

constituency by the state
governments, the EC has

- strengthened its existing

“transfer policy” “fo

- ensure that officials are

not able to disturb the
“level playing field” in

‘ the elections. Plugging

the loopholes in: the
existing® instructions, .
the.poll body has direct-

.ed that, except-for the
- states/UTs that com-

prise -up to two, parlia-
mentary . constituencies,

-all states shall ensure
' that officers who-are

transferred .out of —

‘the district are not -

posted within the
same .parliamentary

“constituency,” the EC

directive said.
. It reiterated that
-the “transfer policy”

. of the commission -
‘must be adhered to in

both:letter ‘and spirit
and’ “not just being
eamou.ﬂaged to show :
compliance”.-

This' rule applies
retrospectively to -

_transfers and post-

ings- ~ that  have

- .already- been imple-

mented in: ‘accor- .

. dance with the.com-

mission’s’ . "prior

Instructions.



CHENNAI: The voters have a
right to know about the
feasibility of fulfilling poll
assurances made by
political parties, Chief
Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar said on
Saturday and made it clear

that the matter is, however,

sub judice.

Political parties have a right to
make promises in their elec-
tion manifestos and the elector-
ate has a right to know if these
are genuine and how these pro-
grammes could be funded, he
said, adding the entire matter
forms part of an ongoing case
and the matter was sub judice.

At a press conference here,
Rajiv. Kumar, answering
questions, said the Election
Commission has prepared a
‘proforma’ to make parties to
make a disclosure on their
election promises. However,

this aspect also relates to the _

DI NEXT

?afm/:agoa.oaalf

TH parties for single-phase
LS election; EC to t:afsidér

pending court matter,
To a question on ‘fake news,’
he 'said, ‘today fake news is

running as you mentioned that

election dates have been an:
nounced,” This fake news has,

_ however, been countered with-

inhalfan hour,

Rajiv Kumar, who was here
in Chennai to review the poll
preparedness for general elec-
tion to Lok Sabha, 2024, said
that with political parties re-

. questing - to -cénduct_ sin-

S CHENNAL: Chief

conduct the general

E.Iec_tion Commis-

sioner (CEC) of

- India Rajiv Kumar
on Saturday said

~the political
parties In the State

have urged him to

electionin a

single phase besides re uest]
curb the vote for moﬁey'q andtmg o

,distribytion of freebie
campaign. Rajiv Kuma

s during the poll
Iy Who was here

to review the poll pre said
) I i preparedness.
thelr request would be talen intuS i

» More on P5 -

consideration,

gle-phase elections, their re-
quest would be taken into con-
sideration. However, he said

the Election Commission of .

(EC) could not commit at this
point of time. i
“They ~ (political = party

leaders) also asked us to con-
trol the proliferation of liquor
during the polling campaign,”
he added.

Stating that there would be a

for single-pha

total of 145 check posts along
the Tamil ' Nadu, Andhra

* Pradesh, Kerala and Karnata-

ka border, he said the security
forces in the check post will en-
sure there would not be any
transportation of liquor from
one stafe to another, “Ambu-

lances and cash vending ma-

chines for ATMs will be closely
monitored,” he said adding
“even Coast Guards will be on
alert to stop smuggling.”
‘With regard to small money
transactions to -several ac-
counts, he said apart from the
banks, the EC will ‘also keep
track of the fund transfers to
multiple bank: accounts. Na-
tional Payments Corporation
of India too has been tasked to

monitor online * transactions.

“Banks were also instructed to
keep high vigil on high money
transactions,” he added.

CEC Rajiv said that Elec-
tronic  Voting = 'Machines
(EVMs) and Voter-verified pa-

se election, assures Rajiv Kumar
per audit trail (VVPAT) will be

used with some technical im-
provements, The CEC also said
during this general election,
the voter slips will be distribut-
ed one week before the election
date. “So that the voters will
know their polling booth well
in advance,” he said. : :

cVIGIL usage

Pointing out that cVIGIL, a mo-
bile application developed by
the EC, will enable to report vi-
olations of the Model Code of
Conduict (MCC) during elec-
tions, Rajiv Kumar said “some
features of the App allows us-
ers to report violations of MCC,
provides a platform for citizens
to participate in the electoral
process, uses GPS fo track the

- location of the violation, allows

users to ‘capture the live inci-

" dents only, tracks the progress

of the complaint and features
to report the case of MCC viola-
tion anonymously.”
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EC tweaks transfer policy to check states’ ‘use’ of officers

NEW DELHI: The Election Commis-
sion has asked states to ensure
that officers who are transferred
out of a district ahead of polls as
part of its policy are not posted in
‘any district within the same
parliamentary constituency.

By tweaking its policy on transferring
officers ahead of elections, the EC has
sought to plug loopholes being exploit-
ed by state governments.

The move comes-after the poll au-
thority took serious note of cases in
which officers were being transferred
in adjacent districts within the same
parliamentary constituency by state
governments, According to the policy
of the Election Commission (EC), all

officers who were either posted in
their home district or have completed
three years at a place are transferred
out ahead of Lok Sabha or assembly
polls to ensure they do not disturb the
level-playing field in favour of a candi-
date or a party.

“The commission has strengthened
its existing transfer policy to ensure
that officials are not able to disturb
the level-playing field in the elec-
tions,” the election commission said
in a statement on Saturday,

“Plugging the loopholes” in the ex-
isting instructions, the election com-
mission has directed that, except for
states and union territories that com-
prise up to two parliamentary constit-
uencies, all states shall ensure that

officers who are transferred out of the
district are not posted within the
same  parliamentary constituency,
the election commission said.

_ The EC under Chief Election Com-
missiorier Rajiv Kurhar has told states

that the policy must be adhered to in
both letter and spirit and not just be-
ing camouflaged to show compliance.

There has been a' zero-tolerance

_policy of the commission against dis-

turbing the level-playing field in the

- elections, it pointed out.

. In the recently-held assembly elec-

tions in five states, the election com-
mission had ordered transfer of vari-
ous officials, including the top police
officials,

Following the election commis-
sion's directions based on the policy,
Brihanmumbai Municipal Corpora-
tion (BMC) Commissioner IS Chahal
and Pune Municipal Corporation
(PMC) Commissioner Vikram Kumar
are set to be transferred.
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India’s Ist CEC Sukumar Sen drafted m:%:m 1953 polls

MEW DELHI: India’s maiden
Lok Sabha polls in 1951-52
which had created ripples
worldwide also caught
Sudan’s fancy and it invited
then Chief Election Commis-
sioner Sukumar Sen to
conduct its first parliamenta-
ry elections in 1953.

According to the Election
Commission archival records,
Sen spent 14 months organising
the polls in Sudan, drawing
heavily from Indian election
literature and laws and making
suitable amendments to suit the
need of the Afro-Arabic nation.
The success of the first
general elections (1951-52) put

India on the solid ground of
nmEoQ.m&. according to the
ECI’s archival literature.

“Numerous enquiries were
received from countries in the
middle east, Africa and South
America for detailed informa-
tion on the elections. Sukumar
Sen, the Chief Election
Commissioner, was nominated
to chair an International
Commission to hold elections in
Sudan, a former British colony,”
the records said.

“The elections in Sudan based

on universal adult suffrage were-

a success not withstanding its
literacy rate of mere two per
cent,” it added.

In Hmﬂ, when the Indian

An archival u_ﬂaom_.wu_. % 1952 m_sa_sm avoterata ﬂe_mmum
station, displayed at a poll museum in New Delhi

government instituted civilian
awards, Sen was bestowed upon
the Padma Bhushan for his
contribution. Sen, an officer of

the Indian Civil Service, was the
chief secretary of West Bengal
when he was called to be the
first chief Election Commission-

er of India. “India’s reputation
as a democratic nation received

. further international endorse-

ment when Lok Sabha Speaker
GV Mavalankar was elected as
the Chairman of the General
Council of the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association in
1956 in Jamaica. It was the first
time that an Asian member had
been elected to the Chair,” the
records said.

Sukumar Sen’s role in
setting off the tone for the
democratic exercise has also
been acknowledged by 17th
Chief Election Commissioner
SY Quraishi in his book “An

- undocumented wonder: The

Great Indian Election”.



